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Dear Madam, Dear Sir,

The Brocher Foundation is a European Academic Platform dedicated to the study and discussion 
of critical choices surrounding new medical technologies and their ethical, economic, legal and 
social impact. The Foundation hosts visiting researchers from around the world and organizes 
scientific events that take place throughout the year.

In 2013, the Foundation will host 49 visiting researchers over a period of 8 months.  Their stays 
will last from one to four months, depending of their scientific project. Some 200 publications have 
already resulted from researchers’ residencies, and many more are on the way. The connections 
established between senior and younger visiting researchers have given rise to many fruitful 
collaborations.  The Brocher Foundation is now recognized as a significant academic contributor 
in the ELSI field (Ethical, Legal and Social Issues surrounding new medical development), and 
the demand for visiting researchers’ residencies has risen sharply. 

In view of its growing success, the Foundation has decided to enlarge its Scientific Committee. 
Professor Nikolas Rose, head of the newly launched Department of Social Science, Health 
& Medicine at King’s College London, Professor Nouzha Guessous, former president of the 
International Bioethics Committee (UNESCO) and member of the Comité d’éthique de 
la recherche biomédicale of Casablanca and of the Moroccan Association of Bioethics, and 
Professor Marcel Tanner, director of the Swiss Tropical & Public Health Institute, have accepted 
to join the Scientific Committee. Furthermore, Professor Bartha Maria Knoppers, director of 
the Centre of Genomics and Policy, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University, has been nominated 
Special Jury for the selection of visiting researchers. We are happy and proud to welcome these 
new colleagues to our scientific body.

I take this opportunity to thank very warmly, on behalf of the Brocher Foundation Board, Mrs 
Marie-José Simoen, Administrator of the Collège de Belgique and former General Secretary of the 
Belgium National Fund for scientific research, who has chaired our Scientific Committee for twelve 
years. Through her leadership and dedication, she has played a crucial role in the development 
of the Foundation.  At the end of June 2013, while remaining on the Scientific Committee, 
she will hand over the chair to Professor Yvon Englert, a member of this Committee from the 
very beginning. Head of department of Obstetrics and Gynecology of the Hopital Erasme and 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Yvon Englert is a former 
member of the Belgium Committee of bioethics and of the European Committee of bioethics.

We also welcome a new member on the Foundation Board: Professor Doris Schopper, from the 
University of Geneva’s Faculty of medicine, director of the Center for Education and Research 
in Humanitarian Action (CERAH). From 1991 to 1998, Doris Schopper was president of the 
Swiss branch of MSF, and she was twice president of the MSF International Council. In 2001, she 
was asked to set up an Ethics Review Board for MSF International, and since then has chaired 
this Board, coordinating the ethical review of MSF research proposals and providing advice on 
ethical matters. Doris Schopper has also worked as health policy adviser in the Global Program 
on AIDS at WHO headquarters in Geneva (1992-95) as well as for the Swiss Tropical Institute. 
In December 2012, she has been appointed as a member of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC).

The scientific achievements of the Foundation and its growing influence worldwide owe much 
to the joint efforts of the Board, the Scientific Committee and the highly motivated staff. But 
they are primarily the result of the hard work and open-mindedness of all the researchers who 
have stayed at the Foundation or who have organized seminars on its site. On behalf of the 
Brocher Foundation, I wish to express my gratitude to all.

    Yours faithfully,

    

    Jean-Dominique Vassalli
    President of the Board
    Rector of the University of Geneva
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BOARD

Jean-Dominique Vassalli – President

Rector of the University of Geneva

Thierry Lombard – Vice-President

Managing Partner of Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch & Cie

Patrick Aebischer
President of the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 

(EPFL)

Dominique Arlettaz
Rector of the University of Lausanne

Costin van Berchem
Partner, Mottu, van Berchem Aubert and Rosset, notaries

Yvon Englert
Scientific Committee President since the first of July 2013, 

Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at the Université Libre de 

Bruxelles

Doris Schopper
Professor at the medical faculty of the University of Geneva 

and Director of CERAH

Marie-José Simoen
Scientific Committee President from January to the end of 

June 2013, Administrator at the Royal Academy for Science 

and the Arts of Belgium

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Marie-José Simoen – President from January to the 

end of June 2013 
Administrator at the Royal Academy for Science and the 

Arts of Belgium

Yvon Englert – President since the first of July 2013

Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at the Université Libre de 

Bruxelles

Olaf Blanke
Director of the Laboratory of Cognitive Neuroscience at the 

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology

Heidi Diggelmann
Former President Research Council, Swiss National Science 

Foundation and Honorary Professor, University of Lausanne

Philippe Ducor
Professor at the University of Geneva Law School and 

Director of the Master program in life science law

Nouzha Guessous
Professor, medical biologist, former President of the 

International Bioethics Committee (UNESCO), and Member 

of the ethic of the biomedical research Committee of 

Casablanca and the Moroccan Association of Bioethics

Bartha Maria Knoppers
Director of the Centre of Genomics and Policy, Faculty 

of Medicine, Department of Human Genetics, McGill 

University

Alex Mauron
Professor of bioethics at the Faculty of Medicine of the 

University of Geneva and Director of the Institute for 

Biomedical Ethics

Fred Paccaud 
Director of the Institute of social and preventive medicine at 

the University of Lausanne

Nikolas Rose
Head of the newly launched Department of Social Science, 

Health & Medicine at King’s College London

Marcel Tanner
Director of the Swiss Tropical Institute

Nicolas Tavaglione
Philosopher and political scientist. Member of the Institute of 

Biomedical Medicine. Replaces Mr. Varone on sabbatical leave

Frédéric Varone
Professor of political science at the University of Geneva 

and Director of the Master of Arts in Public Management

On sabbatical leave for a year

Cécile Caldwell Vulliéty
Brocher Foundation General Secretary 

PROGRAM 2013

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

STAYING AT  THE BROCHER CENTRE
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Arnold Robert – USA

Professor of Medicine – University of Washington (USA)
Medical Oncology

The role of emotion in informed consent with seriously ill patients: 
implications for communication skill teaching
From February 1st to March 27th

Back Anthony – USA

Leo H. Criep Professor in Patient Relations and Chief, Section of Palliative Care and 

Medical Ethics – University of Pittsburgh (USA)
Palliative Care

The role of emotion in informed consent with seriously ill patients: 
implications for communication skill teaching
From February 1st to March 27th

Bassan Sharon – Israel

Ph.D. student – Tel Aviv University (Israel)
Law – Bioethics

Cross Border Assisted Reproduction in the Era of Globalization
From February 1st to March 27th 

Beisel Ulrike – Germany

Doctor & Visiting Research Fellow – University of Halle-Wittenberg (Germany)
Social Anthropology

Emerging Geographies of Care : The Role of Rapid Diagnostic Tests 
in Access to Malaria Care
From August 2nd to August 29th 

Black Isra – United Kingdom

PhD Candidate – King’s College London (United Kingdom)
Medical Law and Ethics

Better Off Dead? Best Interests Assisted Dying
From July 2nd to September 27th

Bluhm Robyn – Canada

Assistant Professor – Old Dominion University (USA)
Philosophy / Bioethics

Why clinical integration matters: Rethinking the ethical framework 
for medical research
From May 2nd to May 31st

Borgerson Kirstin – Canada

Assistant Professor – Dalhousie University (Canada)

Philosophy / Bioethics

Why clinical integration matters: Rethinking the ethical framework 
for medical research
From May 2nd to May 31st

Bruni Tommaso – Italy

PhD Candidate – State University of Milan, University of Geneva (Italy, Switzerland)
Neuroethics

Deep brain stimulation of the subthalamic nucleus and decision-
making
From April 4th to May 31st

Bublitz Jan Christoph – Germany

Scientific researcher & junior lecturer – University of Hamburg (Germany)
Law

Freedom of Mind in the Age of Neuroscience
From February 1st to May 31st

Cabrera Laura – Mexico

Postdoctoral Researcher – University of Basel (Switzerland)
Bioethics

Legal and Ethical Issues in Animal-Human Brain Chimera Research
From September 3rd to October 31st

Crawford Gillian – United Kingdom

Clinical Doctoral Fellow – University of Southampton (United Kingdom)
Genetic Counseling

Incidental Findings (IFs) from genetic tests: exploring the ethical 
issues and implications for practice
From September 3rd to October 31st

Dumancic Kosjenka – Croatia

Dr.sc., teaching and researching assistant – University of Zagreb (Croatia)
Law

Equitable access to medical care on the EU Internal Market: freedom 
to provide and receive medical services - advantages, obstacles 
and abuse
From October 1st to October 31st
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Eppinger Elisabeth – Germany

Researcher and Lecturer – University of Potsdam (Germany)
Health Economics

Models for Facilitating R&D and Access to Drugs for Neglected 
Diseases
From April 4th to May 31st

Glannon Walter – Canada, USA
Associate Professor of Philosophy – University of Calgary (Canada)
Bioethics

The Neuroscience and Ethics of Manipulating Memory
From April 4th to April 30th

Horak Hana – Croatia

Professor, Jean Monnet Chair – University of Zagreb (Croatia)
Law

Equitable access to medical care on the EU Internal Market: freedom 
to provide and receive medical services - advantages, obstacles 
and abuse
From September 3rd to September 27th

Hu Linying – China

Associate Professor of Medical Ethics, Executive Director of Medical Ethics and Health 

Law Center – Peking University Health Science Center (China)
Bioethics/Medical Ethics

Changing Policy on Severe Mental Illness in China: Does More Input 
Mean More Service and Better Health?
From July 2nd to August 29th

Hyder Nishat – United Kingdom

Doctoral Candidate – The University of Manchester (United Kingdom)
Law

Regulating risk in synthetic biology: is it time to move from the 
‘precautionary principle’ to risk-based regulation?
From March 4th to April 30th

Indekeu Astrid – Belgium

Doctoral Researcher – Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium)
Human reproduction: gamete and embryo donation, psychology and counseling

Gamete and embryo donation: between social and biological 
parenthood
From March 4th to April 30th

Jordan-Young Rebecca – USA

Assistant Professor – Columbia University (USA)
Sociomedical Sciences/Women’s Studies

Out of Bounds? Ethical and Scientific Issues in “Gender Verification” 
of Elite Female Athletes
From July 2nd to August 29th

Karkazis Katrina – USA

Senior Research Scholar – Center for Biomedical Ethics, Stanford University (USA)
Medical Anthropology

Out of Bounds? Ethical and Scientific Issues in “Gender Verification” 
of Elite Female Athletes
From July 2nd to August 29th

Kierans Ciara – Ireland

Lecturer in Dept of Public Health and Policy – The University of Liverpool (United Kingdom)
Medical Anthropology

Organ transplantation, Poverty and the Role of the State in Mexico
From July 2nd to September 27th

Kitzinger Celia – United Kingdom

Professor of Sociology – University of York (United Kingdom)
Sociology

Representing personhood in the context of severe brain injury and 
disorders of consciousness
From August 2nd to August 29th

Kitzinger Jenny – United Kingdom

Professor of Communication Research – Cardiff University (United Kingdom)
Communication Studies

Representing personhood in the context of severe brain injury and 
disorders of consciousness
From August 2nd to August 29th
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Kouwenhoven Pauline – The Netherlands

MD, PhD candidate General Practitioner – University Medical Center Utrecht

(The Netherlands)
Medical Ethics

KOPPEL-study: Knowledge and Opinions of Public and Professionals 
on End-of-Life decisions; a mixed- method approach from medical, 
ethical and societal perspective
From February 1st to February 28th

Lasker Judith – USA
NEH Distinguished Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology – 
Lehigh University (USA)
Sociology

Giving Back; the Value of Short-term Volunteer Health Service 
Programs in Poor Communities
From February 1st to April 30th

Luna Florencia – Argentina
Director of the Program of Bioethics, Independent Researcher – Latin American University 
of Social Sciences, National Scientific and Technological Research Council (Argentina)
Bioethics-Reproductive Ethics

Barriers to assisted reproduction technologies  as an integral 
problem of women’s health
From March 4th to April 30th

Macklin Ruth – USA

Professor of Bioethics – Albert Einstein College of Medicine (USA)
Bioethics

Cluster Randomized Trials: Some Ethical Quandaries
From February 1st to February 28th

Malmqvist Erik – Sweden

Postdoctoral research fellow – Université Paris Descartes (France)
Bioethics

Background injustice, exploitation and complicity: The ethics of clinical 
research in developing countries re-examined
From September 3rd to October 31st

Palfner Sonja – Germany

Dr. phil. – Technische Universität Berlin (Germany)
Political Science / Science and Technology Studies

Kinship – Heredity – Responsibility:  Understanding the Temporal 
and Spatial Dimensions of Biomedicine 
From July 2nd to July 30th

Palmer William – United Kingdom

Senior Analyst / PhD student – National Audit Office (UK Parliament) / Imperial College, 

London (United Kingdom)
Equitable access to healthcare

Equitable access to acute healthcare: lessons from the evaluation of 
stroke care using routinely collected hospital data
From February 1st to March 27th

Pattyn Elise – Belgium

Master in Sociology & PhD-student – Ghent University (Belgium)
Medical Sociology

Stigma as a barrier to seek formal mental health care: a cross-cultural 
perspective
From February 1st to March 27th

Pezzia Carla – USA

PhD Candidate – University of Texas at San Antonio (USA)
Anthropology

Insanely Insecure: Mental Health Recovery at the Intersection of 
Structural Violence in an Indigenous Community in Guatemala
From July 2nd to August 29th

Raijmakers Natasja – The Netherlands

MSc, PhD candidate – Erasmus MC, University Medical Center Rotterdam (The Netherlands)
Health Sciences

KOPPEL-study: Knowledge and Opinions of Public and Professionals 
on End-of-Life decisions; a mixed- method approach from medical, 
ethical and societal perspective
From February 1st to February 28th

Reardon Jennifer – USA

Associate Professor of Sociology, Director of UC Santa Cruz Science and Justice Research 

Center – University of California, Santa Cruz (USA)
Science and Technology Studies

The Post-Genomic Condition: Ethics, Justice and Knowledge After 
the Genome
From April 4th to May 31st

Rudnick Abraham – Canada

Associate Professor and Division, Medical Director of Mental Health and Addiction 

Services – The University of Western Ontario, Vancouver Island Health Authority (Canada)
Psychiatry/Philosophy

Health as self-organization: a philosophical examination
From May 2nd to May 31st
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Schluender Martina – Germany

Dr. med. – Max-Planck Institute for the History of Science (Germany)
Medicine/ History of Medicine

Kinship – Heredity – Responsibility: Understanding the Temporal 
and Spacial Dimensions of Biomedicine 
From July 2nd to July 30th

Segall Shlomi – Israel & Romania

Dr. Head Of The Integrative Program In Politics, Philosophy, & Economics – The Hebrew 

University Of Jerusalem (Israel)
Political Philosophy, Bioethics

Equality of Opportunity for Health
From July 2nd to August 29th

Shen Juan – China

PhD – Peking University (China)
Health Policy

Research on government purchase contracts of public health 
services in China
From August 2nd to October 31st

Short Stephanie – Australia

Professor of Health Sciences, Associate Dean Postgraduate Faculty of Health Sciences – 

University of Sydney (Australia)
Health policy

Improving equity in oral health: suppor ting the sustainable 
development of the oral health role of community health personnel
From April 4th to May 31st

Silva Diego – Canada

PhD Candidate – Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto (Canada)
Bioethics

Moving Beyond Influenza: The Ethics of Pandemic Planning for 
Infectious Diseases and the Moral Foundations of Public Health
From February 1st to March 27th

Smith Maxwell – Canada

Ph.D. Student – University of Toronto (Canada)
Bioethics

Moving Beyond Influenza: The Ethics of Pandemic Planning for 
Infectious Diseases and the Moral Foundations of Public Health
From February 1st to March 27th

Stevens Hilde – Belgium

PhD Researcher – University of Leuven (Belgium)
Intellectual Property Rights

Mapping of EU and US Precompetitive Public-Private Partnerships 
(PPPs)
From July 2nd to July 30th

Sutton Erica – Canada

Doctoral Candidate – University of Toronto (Canada)
Bioethics

When the Technology is Available but Access to Appropriate Health 
Care Isn’t: Ethical Implications of the Standard of Health Care for 
Adults With Sickle Cell Disease
From July 2nd to September 27th

Tennant Marc – Australia

Winthrop Professor – University of Western Australia (Australia)
Public dental health

Improving equity in oral health: suppor ting the sustainable 
development of the oral health role of community health personnel
From April 4th to May 31st

Timmermann Cristian Andres – Germany, Chile

Researcher in Training (PhD candidate) – Wageningen University, Radboud University 

(The Netherlands)
Applied Philosophy

What commitments towards political feasibility can an ethically 
justifiable intellectual property regime make?
From February 1st to March 27th

Turner Leigh – Canada

Associate Professor, Center For Bioethics, School Of Public Health & College Of Pharmacy 

– University Of Minnesota (USA)
Bioethics

Ethical and social analysis of cosmetic surgery tourism
From August 2nd to October 31st
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Umlauf Rene – Germany

Research Assistant, Department of Development Sociology – University of Bayreuth 

(Germany)
Sociology, Politics and Philosophy

Emerging Geographies of Care: The Role of Rapid Diagnostic Tests 
in Access to Malaria Care
From to August 2nd to August 29th

Walker David – Australia

NHMRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow – University of Sydney (Australia)
Community oral health research

Improving equity in oral health: suppor ting the sustainable 
development of the oral health role of community health personnel
From April 4th to May 31st

Zhang Daqing – China

Professor, Director of the School of Medical Humanities, Peking University – Peking 

University (China)
History of Medicine

The Globalization of Clinical Trial and Its governance: Ethical and 
Historical Implications from China’s Experience
From August 2nd to August 29th

PROGRAM 2013

EVENTS
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Please visit regularly www.brocher.ch to find the updated details about the events that will 
take place at the Brocher Centre in 2013 (schedules, registration...). New events will also be 
added on this website throughout the year.

SYMPOSIA

04-05/02/2013

Data protection in the era of consumer targeted genome sequencing
Organized by

Anne Cambon-Thomsen (Inserm & Université de Toulouse 3 - Paul Sabatier - France), Jane 
Miller (Inserm & Université de Toulouse 3 - Paul Sabatier - France), Alessandro Blasimme 
(Inserm & Université de Toulouse 3 - Paul Sabatier - France) 

06/02/2013 

Public Health Ethics : Infectious Disease Pandemics and Beyond
Organized by

Diego Silva (University of Toronto - Canada), Max Smith (University of Toronto - Canada) 

21-22/03/2013

Solidarity : towards new solutions in the bioethics of biobanking ; biosecurity and health 
inequalities
Organized by

Alena Buyx (University College London – UK & Münster University - Germany), Barbara 
Prainsack (Brunel University - UK) 

04-05/04/2013

Individualized choice : a new approach to reproductive autonomy in prenatal screening?
Organized by

Guido De Wert (Maastricht University & Centre for Society and the Life Sciences CSG, 
Nijmegen - Netherlands), Wybo J. Dondorp (Maastricht University - Netherlands), Jan M.M. 
Van Lith (Leiden University Medical Center- Netherlands)

08-09/04/2013

The legal, ethical, gender and human rights implications of HIV self-testing scale-up
Organized by

Miriam Taegtmeyer (Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, UK), Elizabeth Corbett (Malawi-
Liverpool-Wellcome Clinical Research Programme, UK), Rachel Baggaley (World Health 
Organization)

18-19/04/2013

Ethical, legal and social implications of rare diseases and orphan drugs in Europe
Organized by

Wim Pinxten (University Medical Center Rotterdam, Netherlands), David Cassiman (University 
of Leuven and University Hospitals Gasthuisberg, Belgium) Steven Simoens (KU Leuven, Belgium)

01-02/07/2013

Preventing obesity : Personal responsibility ? Social responsibility ? Moving beyond polarization 
in policy, discourse and practice to ensure equitable access to effective health care
Organized by

Harald Schmidt (University of Pennsylvania, USA), Michael Marmot (UCL Institute of Health 
Equity, UK), Sridhar Venkatapuram (London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, UK)

04-05/07/2013

Evidence in Healthcare Reform
Organized by

Alex Broadbent (University of Johannesburg, South Africa), Sridhar Venkatapuram (London 
School of Hygiene &Tropical Medicine, UK)

12-13/09/2013

Research Within Bounds - Protecting Human Participants in Modern Medicine and the 
Declaration of Helsinki, 1964 - 2014
Organized by

Andreas Frewer (University of Erlangen-Nürnberg, Germany), Ulf  Schmidt (University of Kent, UK)

18-19/12/2013

Economics of Long Term Care
Organized by 

Joan Costa i Font (London School of Economics, UK) & Christophe Courbage (Geneva 
Association, Switzerland)

WORKSHOPS

16-18/01/2013

Developing High Quality Standards for e-Learning Programs in Research Ethics and Regula-
tion in North-South Partnerships
Organized by

Dominique Sprumont (University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland), John Willams (University of 
Ottawa and Carleton University, Canada)

22-25/01/2013

Developing an end-point model explaining relationships between psychosocial transplantation
Organized by

Sabina De Geest (University of Basel, Switzerland), Fabienne Dobbels (Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, Belgium), Paolo De Simone (Universitaria Pisana Ospedale Cisanello, Italy)

03-05/06/2013

Exploring the social, ethical and legal implications of new information and diagnostic techno-
logies for the self-management of illness
Organized by

Hayley MacGregor (Institute of Development Studies, UK), Gerald Bloom, (Institute of 
Development Studies, UK)
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12-14/06/2012

Exploring innovative mechanisms to build trust in human health research biobanking
Organized by

Jennifer Harris (Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Norway), Bartha Maria Knoppers (McGill 
University, Canada), Kurt Zatloukal (Medical University of Graz, Austria)

25-28/06/2013

Migration and Bioethics:  The case of undocumented migrants, refugees and asylum seekers
Organized by

Verina Wild (University of Zurich, Switzerland), Richard Ashcroft (Queen Mary, University of 
London, UK), Deborah Zion (Monash University, Australia)

06-07/11/2013

Neuroscience, Ethics and Law : new challenges for human identity, freedom and responsibility
Organized by

Georgia - Martha Gkotsi (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Roberto Andorno (University 
of Zurich, Switzerland), Laura Cabrera (University of Basel, Switzerland)

12-14/11/2013

Equity Considerations in the WHO Action Plan on Financing Universal Coverage
Organized by

Samia Hurst (University of Geneva, Switzerland)

19-21/11/2013

Returning Genetic Results in Biobanks : Opening an International Dialogue
Organized by

Barbara Koenig (University of California, San Francisco, USA), Bernice Elger (University of Basel, 
Switzerland), Jane Kaye (Oxford University, UK)

BROCHER – WHO ETHICS & HEALTH UNIT LUNCHTIME SEMINARS 2013
Organized with the World Health Organization Ethics & Health Unit at the WHO/ETH

07/02/2013 Cluster Randomized Trials: Some Ethical Quandaries, Ruth Macklin 
16/05/2013 Models for Facilitating R&D and Access to Drugs for Neglected Diseases, 
 Elisabeth Eppinger
 Why clinical integration matters: Rethinking the ethical framework for medical 
 research, Robyn Bluhm & Kirstin Borgerson
18/07/2013 Organ transplantation, Poverty and the Role of the State in Mexico, Ciara Kierans
19/08/2013 Emerging Geographies of Care: The Role of Rapid Diagnostic Tests in Access to
 Malaria Care, Ulrike Beisel & René Umlauf
27/08/2013 The Globalization of Clinical Trial and Its governance: Ethical and Historical 
 Implications from China’s Experience, Zhang Daqing

UNIL – BROCHER SEMINARS
Organized with Ethos (Interdisciplinary ethics platform), Interface Sciences – Société, Université de Lausanne (www.unil.ch/ethos)

12/02/2013 The role of emotion in communicating with seriously ill patients, 
 Arnold Robert & Back Anthony 
07/10/2013 Incidental Findings (IFs) from genetic tests : exploring the ethical issues and 
 implications for practice, Crawford Gillian

BROCHER VISITING RESEARCHERS PRESENTATIONS

05/02/2013 Arnold Robert, Back Anthony, Bassan Sharon, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Kouwenhoven 
 Pauline, Lasker Judith, Macklin Ruth, Palmer William, Pattyn Elise, Raijmakers Natasja, 
 Silva Diego, Smith Maxwell, Timmermann Cristian Andres

12/03/2013 Arnold Robert, Back Anthony, Bassan Sharon, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Hyder Nishat, 
 Indekeu Astrid, Lasker Judith, Luna Florencia, Palmer Wiliam, Pattyn Elise,  
 Silva Diego, Smith Maxwell, Timmermann Cristian Andres

09/04/2013 Bruni Tommaso, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Eppinger Elisabeth, Glannon Walter,  
 Hyder Nishat, Indekeu Astrid, Lasker Judith, Luna Florencia, Reardon Jennifer,  
 Short Stephanie, Tennant Marc, Walker David 

07/05/2013 Bluhm Robyn, Borgerson Kirstin, Bruni Tommaso, Bublitz Jan Christoph,  
 Eppinger Elisabeth, Reardon Jennifer, Ridnick Abraham, Shor t Stephanie,  
 Tennant Marc, Walker David

04/07/2013 Black Isra, Hu Linying, Jordan-Young Rebecca, Karkazis Katrina, Kierans Ciara, 
 Palfner Sonja, Pezzia Carla, Schluender Martina, Segall Shlomi, Stevens Hilde, 
 Sutton Erica

06/08/2013 Beisel Ulrike, Black Isra, Hu Linying, Jordan-Young Rebecca, Karkazis Katrina,  
 Kierans Ciara, Kitzinger Celia, Kitzinger Jenny, Pezzia Carla, Segall Shlomi, 
 Shen Juan, Sutton Erica, Turner Leigh, Umlauf Rene, Zhang Daqing

10/09/2013 Black Isra, Cabrera Laura, Crawford Gillian, Horak Hana, Kierans Ciara, 
 Malmqvist Erik, Shen Juan, Sutton Erica, Turner Leigh

08/10/2013 Dumancic Kosjenka
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Please visit regularly www.brocher.ch to find the updated details about the events that will 
take place at the Brocher Centre in 2013 (schedules, registration...). New events will also be 
added on this website throughout the year.

JANUARY

EVENTS

Brocher Workshops

16-18/01/2013 Developing High Quality Standards for e-Learning Programs in Research Ethics 
 and Regulation in North-South Partnerships
22-25/01/2013 Developing an end-point model explaining relationships between psychosocial 
 transplantation

FEBRUARY

EVENTS

UNIL – Brocher seminar

12/02/2013 The role of emotion in communicating with seriously ill patients, 
 Arnold Robert & Back Anthony 

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentation

05/02/2013 Arnold Robert, Back Anthony, Bassan Sharon, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Kouwenhoven 
 Pauline, Lasker Judith, Macklin Ruth, Palmer William, Pattyn Elise, Raijmakers Natasja, 
 Silva Diego, Smith Maxwell, Timmermann Cristian Andres

Brocher Symposia

04-05/02/2013 Data protection in the era of consumer targeted genome sequencing
06/02/2013 Public Health Ethics: Infectious Disease Pandemics and Beyond

WHO Ethics & Health Unit lunchtime seminar

07/02/2013 Cluster Randomized Trials: Some Ethical Quandaries, Ruth Macklin

VISITING RESEARCHERS

Arnold Robert – Professor of Medicine – University of Washington (USA)

The role of emotion in informed consent with seriously ill patients: implications for 
communication skill teaching

Back Anthony – Leo H. Criep Professor in Patient Relations and Chief, Section of Palliative Care and Medical Ethics – 

University of Pittsburgh (USA)

The role of emotion in informed consent with seriously ill patients: implications for 
communication skill teaching

Bassan Sharon – Ph.D. student – Tel Aviv University (Israel)

Cross Border Assisted Reproduction in the Era of Globalization

Bublitz Jan Christoph – Scientific researcher & junior lecturer – University of Hamburg (Germany)

Freedom of Mind in the Age of Neuroscience

Kouwenhoven Pauline – MD, PhD candidate General Practitioner – University Medical Center Utrecht (The Netherlands)

KOPPEL-study : Knowledge and Opinions of Public and Professionals on End-of-Life decisions; 
a mixed- method approach from medical, ethical and societal perspective

Lasker Judith – NEH Distinguished Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology – Lehigh University (USA)

Giving Back; the Value of Short-term Volunteer Health Service Programs in Poor Communities

Macklin Ruth – Professor of Bioethics – Albert Einstein College of Medicine (USA)

Cluster Randomized Trials : Some Ethical Quandaries

Palmer William – Senior Analyst / PhD student – National Audit Office (UK Parliament) / Imperial College, London 

(United Kingdom)

Equitable access to acute healthcare : lessons from the evaluation of stroke care using routinely 
collected hospital data

Pattyn Elise – Master in Sociology & PhD-student – Ghent University (Belgium)

Stigma as a barrier to seek formal mental health care : a cross-cultural perspective

Raijmakers Natasja – MSc, PhD candidate – Erasmus MC, University Medical Center Rotterdam (The Netherlands)

KOPPEL-study : Knowledge and Opinions of Public and Professionals on End-of-Life decisions; 
a mixed- method approach from medical, ethical and societal perspective

Silva Diego – PhD Candidate – Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto (Canada)

Moving Beyond Influenza : The Ethics of Pandemic Planning for Infectious Diseases and the 
Moral Foundations of Public Health

Smith Maxwell – Ph.D. Student – University of Toronto (Canada)

Moving Beyond Influenza:  The Ethics of Pandemic Planning for Infectious Diseases and the 
Moral Foundations of Public Health

Timmermann Cristian Andres – Researcher in Training (PhD candidate) – Wageningen University, Radboud 

University (The Netherlands)

What commitments towards political feasibility can an ethically justifiable intellectual property 
regime make?
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MARCH

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentation

12/03/2013 Arnold Robert, Back Anthony, Bassan Sharon, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Hyder Nishat,  
 Indekeu Astrid, Lasker Judith, Luna Florencia, Palmer Wiliam, Pattyn Elise, Silva 
 Diego, Smith Maxwell, Timmermann Cristian Andres

Brocher Symposium

21-22/03/2013 Solidarity: towards new solutions in the bioethics of biobanking; biosecurity and 
 health inequalities

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Arnold Robert – Professor of Medicine - University of Washington (USA)

The role of emotion in informed consent with seriously ill patients : implications for 
communication skill teaching

Back Anthony – Leo H. Criep Professor in Patient Relations and Chief, Section of Palliative Care and Medical Ethics – 

University of Pittsburgh (USA)

The role of emotion in informed consent with seriously ill patients : implications for 
communication skill teaching

Bassan Sharon – Ph.D. student – Tel Aviv University (Israel)

Cross Border Assisted Reproduction in the Era of Globalization

Bublitz Jan Christoph – Scientific researcher & junior lecturer – University of Hamburg (Germany)

Freedom of Mind in the Age of Neuroscience

Hyder Nishat – Doctoral Candidate – The University of Manchester (United Kingdom)

Regulating risk in synthetic biology : is it time to move from the ‘precautionary principle’ to 
risk-based regulation?

Indekeu Astrid – Doctoral Researcher – Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium)

Gamete and embryo donation : between social and biological parenthood

Lasker Judith – NEH Distinguished Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology – Lehigh University (USA)

Giving Back ; the Value of Short-term Volunteer Health Service Programs in Poor Communities

Luna Florencia – Director of the Program of Bioethics, Independent Researcher – Latin American University of Social 

Sciences, National Scientific and Technological Research Council (Argentina)

Barriers to assisted reproduction technologies as an integral problem of women’s health

Palmer William – Senior Analyst / PhD student – National Audit Office (UK Parliament) / Imperial College, London 

(United Kingdom)

Equitable access to acute healthcare : lessons from the evaluation of stroke care using routinely 
collected hospital data

Pattyn Elise – Master in Sociology & PhD-student – Ghent University (Belgium)

Stigma as a barrier to seek formal mental health care : a cross-cultural perspective

Silva Diego – PhD Candidate – Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto (Canada)

Moving Beyond Influenza : The Ethics of Pandemic Planning for Infectious Diseases and the 
Moral Foundations of Public Health

Smith Maxwell – Ph.D. Student – University of Toronto (Canada)

Moving Beyond Influenza : The Ethics of Pandemic Planning for Infectious Diseases and the 
Moral Foundations of Public Health

Timmermann Cristian Andres – Researcher in Training (PhD candidate) – Wageningen University, Radboud 

University (The Netherlands)

What commitments towards political feasibility can an ethically justifiable intellectual property 
regime make ?

APRIL

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentation

09/04/2013 Bruni Tommaso, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Eppinger Elisabeth, Glannon Walter, Hyder 
 Nishat, Indekeu Astrid, Lasker Judith, Luna Florencia, Reardon Jennifer, Short 
 Stephanie, Tennant Marc, Walker David

Brocher Symposia

04-05/04/2013 Individualized choice : a new approach to reproductive autonomy in prenatal screening ?
08-09/04/2013 The legal, ethical, gender and human rights implications of HIV self-testing scale-up
18-19/04/2013 Ethical, legal and social implications of rare diseases and orphan drugs in Europe

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Bruni Tommaso – PhD Candidate – State University of Milan, University of Geneva (Italy, Switzerland)

Deep brain stimulation of the subthalamic nucleus and decision-making

Bublitz Jan Christoph – Scientific researcher & junior lecturer – University of Hamburg (Germany)

Freedom of Mind in the Age of Neuroscience
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Eppinger Elisabeth – Researcher and Lecturer – University of Potsdam (Germany)

Models for Facilitating R&D and Access to Drugs for Neglected Diseases

Glannon Walter – Associate Professor of Philosophy – University of Calgary (Canada)

The Neuroscience and Ethics of Manipulating Memory

Hyder Nishat – Doctoral Candidate – The University of Manchester (United Kingdom)

Regulating risk in synthetic biology : is it time to move from the ‘precautionary principle’ to 
risk-based regulation?

Indekeu Astrid – Doctoral Researcher – Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium)

Gamete and embryo donation :  between social and biological parenthood

Lasker Judith – NEH Distinguished Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology – Lehigh University (USA)

Giving Back; the Value of Short-term Volunteer Health Service Programs in Poor Communities

Luna Florencia – Director of the Program of Bioethics, Independent Researcher – Latin American University of Social 

Sciences, National Scientific and Technological Research Council (Argentina)

Barriers to assisted reproduction technologies  as an integral problem of women’s health

Reardon Jennifer – Associate Professor of Sociology, Director of UC Santa Cruz Science and Justice Research Center – 

University of California, Santa Cruz (USA)

The Post-Genomic Condition : Ethics, Justice and Knowledge After the Genome

Short Stephanie – Professor of Health Sciences, Associate Dean Postgraduate Faculty of Health Sciences – University of 

Sydney (Australia)

Improving equity in oral health : supporting the sustainable development of the oral health role 
of community health personnel

Tennant Marc – Winthrop Professor – University of Western Australia (Australia)

Improving equity in oral health : supporting the sustainable development of the oral health role 
of community health personnel

Walker David – NHMRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow – University of Sydney (Australia)

Improving equity in oral health : supporting the sustainable development of the oral health role 
of community health personnel

MAY

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentation

07/05/2013 Bluhm Robyn, Borgerson Kirstin, Bruni Tommaso, Bublitz Jan Christoph, Eppinger  
 Elisabeth, Reardon Jennifer, Ridnick Abraham, Short Stephanie, Tennant Marc,  
 Walker David

WHO Ethics & Health Unit lunchtime seminar

16/05/2013 Models for Facilitating R&D and Access to Drugs for Neglected Diseases, Elisabeth 
 Eppinger and Why clinical integration matters : Rethinking the ethical framework 
 for medical research, Robyn Bluhm & Kirstin Borgerson

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Bluhm Robyn – Assistant Professor – Old Dominion University (USA)

Why clinical integration matters : Rethinking the ethical framework for medical research

Borgerson Kirstin – Assistant Professor – Dalhousie University (Canada)

Why clinical integration matters:  Rethinking the ethical framework for medical research

Bruni Tommaso – PhD Candidate – State University of Milan, University of Geneva (Italy, Switzerland)

Deep brain stimulation of the subthalamic nucleus and decision-making

Bublitz Jan Christoph – Scientific researcher & junior lecturer – University of Hamburg (Germany)

Freedom of Mind in the Age of Neuroscience

Eppinger Elisabeth – Researcher and Lecturer – University of Potsdam (Germany)

Models for Facilitating R&D and Access to Drugs for Neglected Diseases

Reardon Jennifer – Associate Professor of Sociology, Director of UC Santa Cruz Science and Justice Research Center – 

University of California, Santa Cruz (USA)

The Post-Genomic Condition : Ethics, Justice and Knowledge After the Genome

Rudnick Abraham – Associate Professor and Division, Medical Director of Mental Health and Addiction Services – The 

University of Western Ontario, Vancouver Island Health Authority (Canada)

Health as self-organization : a philosophical examination

Short Stephanie – Professor of Health Sciences, Associate Dean Postgraduate Faculty of Health Sciences – University of 

Sydney (Australia)

Improving equity in oral health : supporting the sustainable development of the oral health role 
of community health personnel

Tennant Marc – Winthrop Professor – University of Western Australia (Australia)

Improving equity in oral health : supporting the sustainable development of the oral health role 
of community health personnel

Walker David – NHMRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow – University of Sydney (Australia)

Improving equity in oral health:  supporting the sustainable development of the oral health role 
of community health personnel
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JUNE

EVENTS

Brocher Workshops

03-05/06/2013 Exploring the social, ethical and legal implications of new information and diagnostic 
 technologies for the self-management of illness
12-14/06/2012 Exploring innovative mechanisms to build trust in human health research biobanking
25-28/06/2013 Migration and Bioethics: The case of undocumented migrants, refugees and asylum
 seekers

JULY

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentation

04/07/2013 Black Isra, Hu Linying, Jordan-Young Rebecca, Karkazis Katrina, Kierans Ciara, Palfner 
 Sonja, Pezzia Carla, Schluender Martina, Segall Shlomi, Stevens Hilde, Sutton Erica

Brocher Symposia

01-02/07/2013 Preventing obesity: Personal responsibility ? Social responsibility? Moving beyond  
 polarization in policy, discourse and practice to ensure equitable access to effective 
 health care
04-05/07/2013 Evidence in Healthcare Reform

WHO Ethics & Health Unit lunchtime seminar

18/07/2013 Organ transplantation, Poverty and the Role of the State in Mexico, Ciara Kierans

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Black Isra – PhD Candidate – King’s College London (United Kingdom)

Better Off Dead ? Best Interests Assisted Dying

Hu Linying – Associate Professor of Medical Ethics, Executive Director of Medical Ethics and Health Law Center – Peking 

University Health Science Center (China)

Changing Policy on Severe Mental Illness in China : Does More Input Mean More Service and 
Better Health?

Jordan-Young Rebecca – Assistant Professor – Columbia University (USA)

Out of Bounds ? Ethical and Scientific Issues in “Gender Verification” of Elite Female Athletes

Karkazis Katrina – Senior Research Scholar – Center for Biomedical Ethics, Stanford University (USA)

Out of Bounds ? Ethical and Scientific Issues in “Gender Verification” of Elite Female Athletes

Kierans Ciara – Lecturer in Dept of Public Health and Policy – The University of Liverpool (United Kingdom)

Organ transplantation, Poverty and the Role of the State in Mexico

Palfner Sonja – Dr. phil. – Technische Universität Berlin (Germany)

Kinship – Heredity – Responsibility :  Understanding the Temporal and Spatial Dimensions of 
Biomedicine 

Pezzia Carla – PhD Candidate – University of Texas at San Antonio (USA)

Insanely Insecure : Mental Health Recovery at the Intersection of Structural Violence in an 
Indigenous Community in Guatemala

Schluender Martina – Dr. Medicine. – Max-Planck Institute for the History of Science (Germany) 

Kinship, Heredity, Responsibility : Understanding the Temporal and Spacial Dimensions of 
Biomedicine 

Segall Shlomi – Dr. Head Of The Integrative Program In Politics, Philosophy, & Economics – The Hebrew University Of 

Jerusalem (Israel)

Equality of Opportunity for Health

Stevens Hilde – PhD Researcher - University of Leuven (Belgium)

Mapping of EU and US Precompetitive Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

Sutton Erica – Doctoral Candidate – University of Toronto (Canada)

When the Technology is Available but Access to Appropriate Health Care Isn’t: Ethical 
Implications of the Standard of Health Care for Adults With Sickle Cell Disease

AUGUST

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentation

06/08/2013 Beisel Ulrike, Black Isra, Hu Linying, Jordan-Young Rebecca, Karkazis Katrina, Kierans 
 Ciara, Kitzinger Celia, Kitzinger Jenny, Pezzia Carla, Segall Shlomi, Shen Juan, Sutton
 Erica, Turner Leigh, Umlauf Rene, Zhang Daqing

WHO Ethics & Health Unit lunchtime seminars

19/08/2013 Emerging Geographies of Care : The Role of Rapid Diagnostic Tests in Access to 
 Malaria Care, Ulrike Beisel & René Umlauf
27/08/2013 The Globalization of Clinical Trial and Its governance : Ethical and Historical 
 Implications from China’s Experience, Zhang Daqing
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VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Beisel Ulrike – Doctor & Visiting Research Fellow – University of Halle-Wittenberg (Germany)

Emerging Geographies of Care : The Role of Rapid Diagnostic Tests in Access to Malaria Care

Black Isra – PhD Candidate – King’s College London (United Kingdom)

Better Off Dead ? Best Interests Assisted Dying

Hu Linying – Associate Professor of Medical Ethics, Executive Director of Medical Ethics and Health Law Center – Peking 

University Health Science Center (China)

Changing Policy on Severe Mental Illness in China : Does More Input Mean More Service and 
Better Health?

Jordan-Young Rebecca – Assistant Professor – Columbia University (USA)

Out of Bounds ? Ethical and Scientific Issues in “Gender Verification” of Elite Female Athletes

Karkazis Katrina – Senior Research Scholar – Center for Biomedical Ethics, Stanford University (USA)

Out of Bounds ? Ethical and Scientific Issues in “Gender Verification” of Elite Female Athletes

Kierans Ciara – Lecturer in Dept of Public Health and Policy –  The University of Liverpool (United Kingdom)

Organ transplantation, Poverty and the Role of the State in Mexico

Kitzinger Celia – Professor of Sociology – University of York (United Kingdom)

Representing personhood in the context of severe brain injury and disorders of consciousness

Kitzinger Jenny – Professor of Communication Research – Cardiff University (United Kingdom)

Representing personhood in the context of severe brain injury and disorders of consciousness

Pezzia Carla – PhD Candidate – University of Texas at San Antonio (USA)

Insanely Insecure: Mental Health Recovery at the Intersection of Structural Violence in an 
Indigenous Community in Guatemala

Segall Shlomi – Dr. Head Of The Integrative Program In Politics, Philosophy, & Economics – The Hebrew University Of 

Jerusalem (Israel)

Equality of Opportunity for Health

Shen Juan – PhD - Peking University (China)

Research on government purchase contracts of public health services in China

Sutton Erica – Doctoral Candidate – University of Toronto (Canada)

When the Technology is Available but Access to Appropriate Health Care Isn’t: Ethical 
Implications of the Standard of Health Care for Adults With Sickle Cell Disease

Turner Leigh – Associate Professor, Center For Bioethics, School Of Public Health & College Of Pharmacy – University Of 

Minnesota (USA)

Ethical and social analysis of cosmetic surgery tourism

Umlauf Rene – Research Assistant, Department of Development Sociology – University of Bayreuth (Germany)

Emerging Geographies of Care : The Role of Rapid Diagnostic Tests in Access to Malaria Care

Zhang Daqing – Professor, Director of the School of Medical Humanities, Peking University – Peking University (China)

The Globalization of Clinical Trial and Its governance: Ethical and Historical Implications from 
China’s Experience

SEPTEMBER

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researchers Presentations

10/09/2013 Black Isra, Cabrera Laura, Crawford Gillian, Horak Hana, Kierans Ciara, 
 Malmqvist Erik, Shen Juan, Sutton Erica, Turner Leigh

Brocher Symposium

12-13/09/2013 Research Within Bounds - Protecting Human Participants in Modern Medicine 
 and the Declaration of Helsinki, 1964-2014

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Black Isra – PhD Candidate – King’s College London (United Kingdom)

Better Off Dead ? Best Interests Assisted Dying

Cabrera Laura – Postdoctoral Researcher – University of Basel (Switzerland)

Legal and Ethical Issues in Animal-Human Brain Chimera Research

Crawford Gillian – Clinical Doctoral Fellow – University of Southampton (United Kingdom)

Incidental Findings (IFs) from genetic tests : exploring the ethical issues and implications for 
practice

Horak Hana – Professor, Jean Monnet Chair – University of Zagreb (Croatia)

Equitable access to medical care on the EU Internal Market: freedom to provide and receive 
medical services - advantages, obstacles and abuse

Kierans Ciara – Lecturer in Dept of Public Health and Policy – The University of Liverpool (United Kingdom)

Organ transplantation, Poverty and the Role of the State in Mexico

Malmqvist Erik – Postdoctoral research fellow – Université Paris Descartes (France)

Background injustice, exploitation and complicity : The ethics of clinical research in developing 
countries re-examined
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Shen Juan – PhD – Peking University (China)

Research on government purchase contracts of public health services in China

Sutton Erica – Doctoral Candidate – University of Toronto (Canada)

When the Technology is Available but Access to Appropriate Health Care Isn’t : Ethical 
Implications of the Standard of Health Care for Adults With Sickle Cell Disease

Turner Leigh – Associate Professor, Center For Bioethics, School Of Public Health & College Of Pharmacy – University Of 

Minnesota (USA)

Ethical and social analysis of cosmetic surgery tourism

OCTOBER

EVENTS

Brocher Visiting Researcher Presentation

08/10/2013 Dumancic Kosjenka

UNIL – Brocher seminar

07/10/2013 Incidental Findings (IFs) from genetic tests: exploring the ethical issues and 
 implications for practice, Crawford Gillian

VISITING RESEARCHERS 

Cabrera Laura – Postdoctoral Researcher - University of Basel (Switzerland)

Legal and Ethical Issues in Animal-Human Brain Chimera Research

Crawford Gillian – Clinical Doctoral Fellow – University of Southampton (United Kingdom)

Incidental Findings (IFs) from genetic tests : exploring the ethical issues and implications for 
practice

Dumancic Kosjenka – Dr.sc., teaching and researching assistant – University of Zagreb (Croatia)

Equitable access to medical care on the EU Internal Market : freedom to provide and receive 
medical services - advantages, obstacles and abuse

Malmqvist Erik – Postdoctoral research fellow – Université Paris Descartes (France)

Background injustice, exploitation and complicity : The ethics of clinical research in developing 
countries re-examined

Shen Juan – PhD – Peking University (China)

Research on government purchase contracts of public health services in China

Turner Leigh – Associate Professor, Center For Bioethics, School Of Public Health & College Of Pharmacy - University Of 

Minnesota (USA)

Ethical and social analysis of cosmetic surgery tourism

NOVEMBER

EVENTS

Brocher Workshops

06-07/11/2013 Neuroscience, Ethics and Law: new challenges for human identity, freedom and  
 responsibility
12-14/11/2013 Equity Considerations in the WHO Action Plan on Financing Universal Coverage
19-21/11/2013 Returning Genetic Results in Biobanks: Opening an International Dialogue

DECEMBRE

EVENTS

Brocher Symposia

18-19/12/2013 Economics of Long Term Care
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